
Stormwater Affects 
Everybody…
Whether you know it or not, your commercial 
property has a storm water facility. Stormwater 
facilities minimize the impacts of polluted water 
running off your property and causing damage 
to your neighbor’s property and our waterways. 
Property owners are liable for damages caused 
by water fl owing from their property. Failure to 
properly contain runoff and pollution on your 
property may result in enforcement action.

Protect Your Business…
By implementing proper maintenance and 
pollution prevention techniques in and around 
your stormwater facility, you will help ensure your 
property does not cause harm to your neighbor’s 
property or the environment. Most importantly, 
you may also reduce your liability and costs to your 
business due to non-compliant stormwater facilities 
and pollutants entering our waterways.

Yard Care

Grass clippings SHOULD NOT 
be blown into the STREET or the 
STORM SYSTEM since it will:

1. Clogs storm lines and inlets.

2. Potentially cause fl ooding.

3. Increase the amount of nutrients in our creeks 
and drinking water source (Lake Waxahachie 
and Lake Bardwell).

4. Increase of nutrients in our creeks and lakes 
will increase the growth of algae.  The algae 
growth can kill fi sh, affect our drinking water 
quality, and create additional cost in the water 
treatment process. 

Grass clippings SHOULD:

1. Sweep or blow the grass clippings back over 
the grass to act as a lawn fertilizer.

2. Mulched in the lawn

3. Composted
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Federal Clean Water Act 
The Federal Clean Water Act along with the Texas 
Commission on Environment Quality (TCEQ) is focusing 
attention on how local businesses and property owners 
manage their stormwater facilities. City of Waxahachie 
adopted Stormwater Ordinance to insure that 
government facilities, businesses, and residents are in 
compliance with state and federal stormwater rules. 

By following the simple steps below, you will help 
ensure your property is in compliance and protect our 
environment from pollution.

Locate Your 
Stormwater Facility. 

Stormwater facilities can be either above ground or 
subsurface.  Above ground facilities include swales and 
ponds.  Subsurface facilities are catch basin/inlets, grease 
traps and storm pipes. It is important to know where 
your stormwater facilities are located on your site. 
Please call the local jurisdiction for help if you are having 
trouble locating your stormwater facilities. Private 
facilities must be maintained in good working condition 
to provide stormwater conveyance and treatment. 
Stormwater facilities that are not maintained may be 
subject to enforcement action.

Maintain your 
Stormwater Facility. 

Maintenance frequencies vary depending on the type 
of facility and use. Structures and facilities must be 
inspected regularly and cleaned if there is evidence of 
contaminants such as oil and grease or trash.  

Ponds and swales can be maintained by a landscape 
company or the property owner.  

Subsurface facilities need to be maintained by a 
specialized service provider. Understanding the size, 
location and set up of your system is important to 
determine how often it will need to be serviced. 1
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Facility Maintenance Guide:

Catch basin ›Remove sediment and debris on 
the grate and inside the catch basin

Parking and 
Yard Care

 ›Keep parking lots and yard clean 
from trash and debris that may 
wash into the storm system

Grease Trap

 ›Every 90 days or more frequent if 
unit has accumulated waste, both 
fl oatable and settleable, accounting 
for 25% of the wetted depth.
Maintain more often if the BOD, 
TSS, FOG, pH exceeds pollutant 
levels established by the city.

Pond

 ›Sediment accumulation of more 
than 6 inches or 10% of the 
design depth

 ›Inlet or outlet clogged with 
sediment

 ›Noxious or nuisance vegetation
 ›Standing water after 72 hours

Ditches and 
Swales

 ›More than 2 inches of sediment
 ›Standing water after 72 hours
 ›Grass taller than 10 inches 
 ›Sparse or bare patches over 10% 
or more of the swale

Develop a Stormwater 
O&M (Operations & 
Maintenance) Plan 

A stormwater O&M plan is crucial for ensuring you 
are in compliance with local, state, and federal laws 
in regards to stormwater management. A well kept 
plan will greatly minimize stormwater problems on 
your property. 

A stormwater O&M plan may include:

Site plan showing structures, parking areas 
and landscaping.

Stormwater system map including all above 
ground and subsurface structures and piping.

A description of how the repairs will be handled.  
Sites with multiple tenants or property owners 
may be maintained by a property management 
company.

Maintenance activity log including inspections 
and repairs. The log must be available for local 
jurisdiction staff to review.

An operations and maintenance agreement 
may be required. 

To better prepare yourself and employees, we also 
suggest plans for containment of garbage, oils, grease 
and other messy substances, a spill response plan 
with emergency numbers and a plan for training staff 
on stormwater pollution prevention practices. Please 
contact the local jurisdiction for more information 
about stormwater operations and maintenance plans 
and agreements.
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Local Hotlines:

Environmental Program Manager
469-309-4347

City Engineer
469-309-4293
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1Keep garbage cans, 
dumpsters, grease 
barrels and recycling 
bins contained and clean. 

Mantenga limpios y organizados 
los basureros, dúmpsteres, 
barriles de aceite, y 
contenedores de reciclaje.

2Dispose of product 
materials, batteries and 
raw materials properly. 

Tire de una manera apropiada 
los materiales de productos, 
pilas, y materias primas.

3Use indoor sinks to clean 
mats.  Sweep debris in 
parking lots and sidewalks; 
do not use hoses.

Limpie las esteras en los 
fregaderos de adentro. Barra la 
basura del estacionamiento y de 
las aceras; no use las mangueras.

4Set sprinklers to water 
landscape areas only. 
Properly dispose of grass 
clippings and weeds.

Arregle los regaderos para que 
reguen solo las áreas donde hay 
jardines. Tire de una manera 
apropiada los recortes de césped 
y las malas hierbas.

5 Clean up spills immediately.  
Use a spill kit to clean up 
spills rather than letting it 
soak into ground. Do not 
use a hose.

Limpie inmediatamente los 
derrames. Utilice un botequín de 
derrames en lugar de permitirlos 
entrar en la tierra. No use la 
manguera para limpiar un derrame.

6Maintain stormwater 
facilities. Refer to your 
facility’s operations and 
maintenance plan.

Mantenga las facilidades de aguas 
pluviales. Actúe según su plan de 
operaciones y mantenimiento. 

For more information visit http://waxahachie.com/departments/engineering_department/stormwater_management.php
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